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 KEY POINTS:

 Although observational studies have shown that migraineurs with aura respond
well to patent foramen ovale (PFO) closure, randomized trials have not confirmed
this. Until a randomized double-blinded study clearly demonstrates a significant
benefit of PFO closure to reduce migraines, medical therapy will remain the
treatment of choice for migraines.

 One challenge in conducting such a study is adequate patient recruitment in a
timely fashion given strict inclusion criteria.
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